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LIKE THE SUNDAY TIMES BUT MORE CONCISE

June 2007 Free
Fingerprinting in Schools
Childrens fingerprints are still being collected
by schools without parental consent. The
department of education says it doesn’t know
how many schools are using bio-metric
data,but campaign group Leave Them Kids
Alone, estimates that 3,500 schools have
bought the equipment. There are concerns
about the security of databases, the condi-
tioning of children to accept greater surveil-
lance and the secretive nature of the project.
Schools are now being told they should in-
form parents about the fingerprinting which
is also happening in Merseyside schools.

Greener Council?

Most Liverpool voters chose not to trust any
of the candidates in May’s council cleotions,
but in St Michaels ward there was optimism
as Liverpool got it’s first Green councillor,
John Coyne. The greens now have 110 coun-
cillors in total, up from 93

Magazine Plug

Tssue 10 of the free Nerve magazine is out
combining a *dedication to social justice and
a passion for art and culture’. The autumn
issue will include an alternative Capital of
Culture calender looking back at big dates in
Liverpool’s radical/working class history.
They want contributions for it. Visit www.
catalystmedia.org.uk.

Fairford 2 Cleared

On 22nd May two Oxford peace activists
were cleared of ‘conspiring to canse criminal
damage’ to US B52 bombers atRAF Fairford,
Gloucestershire. They admitted that they
planned to damage the planes but claimed
they were acting to prevent damage to life
and property as part of an illegal war in Iraq.
Oxford carpenters Philip Pritchard and Toby
Olditch were given a unanimous verdict of
not-guilty in less than three hours.

Pipeline Fight Escalates

The Brecon protest camp is still resisting
construction of a potentially dangerous gas
pipeline through the Brecon Beacons na-
tional park. The National Grid is taking the
camp to-court to serve them with a proper
eviction notice. More people are nceded at
the camp to get it ready for this last big push.
“Being on site for even a fow hours is help-
ful, everything needs doing from cooking/
washing up to building projects. Even if you
can’t make it to the site there is still a huge
amount to be done, email us if you need more
info.” http:/www.fightthepipe.co.uk
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FRESHFIELDS RAID -
STAFF HURT, ANIMALS

Los On May 1st Mer-
seyside Police

raided Freshfields Animal Sanctuary,
yet failed to make any arrests. Dave
Callender, from the centre told Schnews the
following:

At 5.30 they kicked in the door and seized
three staff members. At 6.20 they seized two
others as they turned up for work. There were
about sixty coppers...My farm manager had
his collarbone broken after he was grabbed
by three police...he was held for three hours
and refused medical attention. Although the
police brought an RSPCA inspeotor it was
clear when we regained access that nothing

Some of the individuals not arrested
had been done for the animals. Also they
allowed animals to escape which we're still
looking for. They took every single piece of
hardware, mobile phones, photocopiers, you
name it - but they didn’t take a single piece of
paperwork. It’s difficult to see it as anything
other than deliberate intimidation and disrup-
tion - nobody here is involved in the
Huatingdon campaign. We're a pro-active
community organisation and we’re not go-
ing to let them walk all over us.”

The Freshfields raid was part of a UK wide
Operation Achilles targeting ‘animal extrem-

ism’. 700 police raided homes and animal
sanctuaries seizing equipment and money
and arresting 32 people. After 24 hours
only 9 were charged, two with blackmail
and seven with ‘conspiracy to blackmail’.

Police Out of Control?

A man was arrested in May for
taking part in the weekly demo
against the sale of animal furs in
Liverpool. Staff at the Cricket shop
complained of harassment and the man
was lifted for ‘intimidation of witnesses’

He was told after arrest that he was being
given acourt summons for use ofa mega-
phone and the shop staff were witnesses
in the case, hence the arrest. It’s not the
first time the cops have been accused of
using dodgy tactics against the fur demos.

Merseyside Police seem more interested
in keeping the city centre tidy than tack-
ling real crime. There isn’t space to list all
the complaints we’ve come across.

Criminal acts by animal rights activists are
declining and the police now appear to be
targeting legal protesters. 16 people have
been on trial near Oxford as a result of
demos against animal tests in 2006. Fea-
tured in the trial was a dictaphone tape
made by a copper who forgot to turn the
machine off. Police arc heard talking about
the need to ‘persecute’ and ‘wage a dirty
war’ against a campaign organiser. They
also discuss how to incite people to jus-
tify tough policing and refer to female
members of the public as ‘bitches’ sources
www.arkangelweb .org and indymedia

Festival Garden Update

Hundreds of people wrote to the
council and took part in demos, ob-
jecting to the planned devastation of

the old Festival Garden site. It may
take more than this to protect the wildlife and
natural beauty of this place, although a small
victory was won. The council turned down
the developers plan to take over public land
along the prom where apartment blocks are
tobe built. Lucy Page, campaign chairwoman
said ‘council insiders have warned us that

this is only a temporary victory. They say
the ‘land grab’will simply be resumed at a
later date and that there “is simply no stop-
ping Langtree McLean.”

The campaigners haven't given up and
are being spurred on by the birth of a
‘Tawny Owl in Priory Wood. This isn’t part
of the Festival Site yetl angtree still want
to cut down trees there. The main site has
many baby birds including skylarks.

savethefestivaloardens(@ oooele com
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Leaders of the seven major indus-
trial nations and Russia will meet in
Eastern Germany on June 6th-8th,
along with representatives of the
business world. This group of people in-
cluding Blair and Bush are considered so
unpopular that a 12 km long, barbed wire
topped  steel wall has been built around the
resort where they are meeting. There will be
exclusion zones in the air and sea and around
16,000 police. The security cost will exceed
92 million curos. Anti-terrorism laws have al-
ready been used to allow raids on opponents
of the G8, but hundreds of thousands are ex-
pected to turn up and attempt a blockade of
the conference. This includes radical trade
unions from across the continent, environ-
mentalists, anti-capitalists and anarchists
who reject the very concept of privileged,
dishonest people making important decisions

on our behalf.

According to one of Germany’s main televi-
sion channels, the state is “preparing mass
prisons for opponents of globalisation.” The
Federal Prosecutor’s Office has reverted to
the old methods of the Stasi, obtaining sam-
ples of the odours of globalisation oppo-

<

Garston Animal Rescue
Charity Shop, 62 Aigburth Rd
(town end) is looking for volun-
teers to help in the shop. We also
need donations of items to sell.
We're open mon-saturday, 11-
4pm. Phone 07845 649092

HOW YOUNG

PEOPLE

FOUGHT THE NAZIS

As Germany becomes the scene of struggle
between the state and an international al-
liance of activists, News not Profit brings
you some relevant, extra-curricular history.

The film Sophie Scholl tells the moving story
of young christian opponents of the Nazi re-
gime. There was however a stronger and
more successful resistance by young people
based on free expression and association that
authoritarian regimes like the Nazi’s hated.

In Germany young people formed gangs and
groups collectively known as ‘Edelweiss Pi-
rates’. Gestapo files in Cologne alone listed
over 3,000 teenage Pirates. The gangs had
different names, clothes and badges. In Es-
sen they were the Travelling Dudes, in
Dusseldorf they were the Kittelbach, in Co-
logne the Navajos.

At first they simply tried to escape anthority,
hanging out in parks, on streets, creating their
own spaces. They went oncamping trips like
the Hitler Youth, but weren’t segregated into
boys and girls like the Nazis. Daring to enjoy
themselves on their own was a criminal act.
They refused to be drafed, produced anti-
Nazi literature and fought Hitler Youth pa-
trols with fists and guns. Gestapo reports

suggest they often won; ‘T request there-
fore that this riff-raff is dealt with once and
for all. The Hitler Youth are taking their lives
in their hands when they go out on the
streets!” Youth opposition grew through the
1940s. Some wore outlawed clothes and en-
joyed American music. Many were impris-
oned, some executed.

European culture and progressive politics
werg international before 1939. Totalitarian-
ism attempted to destroy movements and
forms of culture that crossed borders and
spoke in languages of brotherhood and com-
mon experience. The same is true today with
the rise of nationalism and attacks on global
movements for change and progress. Ac-
tivists and anarchists in Eastern Europe are
fiercely persecuted by the state and new
laws and technologies are appearing to moni-
tor and control the moyements of people
around Europe.

The German pirates should be an example to
us. They claimed the right to be who they
were, and when the state and media attacked
them they fought back with mockery, agita-
tion and open defiance. We should do the
same. - Odessa Steps, Anarchist Federation.

nents, in order to be able to identify them
later with the help of sniffer dogs. Mean-
while the courts have ruled that the demon-
strations cannot be banned, though taking
part in them will clearly carry risks. The last
G8 conference was a low key affair in Rus-
sia. This years is expected to be a huge event
and a fantastic opportunity for like minded
people to meet and celebrate their defiance
of state and corporate power

Bailiff Advice

Following last issues article about new
bailiff laws areader wantsto clarify a cou-
ple of things; There are 2 kinds of bailiffs.
One kind can already break into your home
and enter it, nothing new there. These are
COURT bailiffs who work for the local county
(civil) court; civil servants whose main job
is evicting people. The bill going through at
the moment isn’t about them, it’s abont PRI-
VATE bailiffs. They work for commercial bail-
iff firms and mainly collect debts. Confus-
ingly these thugs are usually called “certi-
fied” or ‘court appoited’ bailiffs becausc:
they have to be certified by the county
courts. The private bailiffs rely on the con-
fusion between the two types to frighten
people.

The bill going through will for the first tinie
give private bailiffs the power to break into
your place even if you haven’t let them in
before. But they won't be allowed to do this
routinely or in every case. It will only be for
certain kinds of debt, ie. credit card debt
and the collection of fines. Of course if these
new powers come in you will be able to rely
on the bailiffs to accurately explain what
powers they do have and not break the rules.
And I'm the Duke of Buccleugh! - Bob

‘Liverpool is at this present moment the cenire
of consciousness of the human universe. Wow,
wouldn it be great if they built a cathedyal in the
shape of a spaceship because Jesus was an as-
tronaut.” Allen Ginsberg, 1965.

WE NEED YOU! Send short articles, |
info and details of any inte ing, non-/|
profit events. email to liverpools

@yahoo.co.uk or use a postmard:
‘Liverpool Social Forum news, News
from Nowhere, Bold St. Liverpool L1.!

L’pool Amnesty International Group meets
2nd weds of the month, 7.30pm, Hope Uni,
Woolton road, room ATB 022.

Tues 12/6 Liverpool Social Forum,meets
7.30pm basement 96 bold St.

[ITTNLY Sat 2/6/07 - Nerve mag

fundraiser gig, Aigburth
Cricket Club by St MichaelsStation.

15/6/07 Critical Mass 6pm, Berry St.

If you use the internet get involved in
Liverpool Indymedia. 4

Tues 19/6 L’pool Inymedia meeting 6pm,
also at the basement.





